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land have found it behind the break-|SoYER himself in all the plenitude of

| water. In 1005 it was a refuge for 807
[vessels, and in 1008 for 1,677. The
{ record for 1008 shows only one wreck in
the vicinity, a three masted schooner
|that went ashore on the Handkerchief
!b‘hoa!s. The records show the passing
of 22,000 vessels a year, out of which
last year 8 per cent. sought shelter

behind the breakwater.
A considerable sum has already been

{have more than justified the expendi-

for the construction of a landing wharf,
No less desirable than the wharf is a
larger equipment of the life saving
'statign. A wireless telegraph plant

| seagoing motorboats should be located
there,

 The value of such an equipment in
|time of need, an ever present possibil-

his culinary genius did not dream that
’ the pleasures of the table would one day
take social precedence over such trifles
as birth or brains.
lbave slain his mortal body if he could
have foreseen the time when a new salad
{ was of more importance than a treaty.
| There is nothing new under the sun,
| nay the wiseacres. Fudge! Not Lu-
cullian banquets were so novel as the

30 expenced on the place, but the results | practice of setting up in type the solemn | to much one way or the other.

|fact that some fat citizen has partaken

to be made (ure. Ahout $300,000 is now wanted |of strawberries glacé at an honorable

abode of epicures. And what a picture it
| would make for THACKERAY ~THACKE-
|RAY who joyed nightly when describ-
ling the evolutions of a stout alderman
ur full his in-
[terior with turtle )

But turn we—as our clerical friends
put it—turn we to the obverse of the
f medal: What's good for the goose should

Ddw's Steamship Ageney, 17 Green street, Leleess ity in that region, is not mounumble|be good for the gander; what's done

tes Square,
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Reforming the Navy.

Critits of our naval establishment are
numeérous and more or less inaccurate.
Ivis not true, for example, that we are
absolutely wasting forty millions a year
in.our navy yards, and vet it is so nearly
t that we may well take alarm. Unr-

btedly we are throwing away several
milliéns a year, and undoubtedly this
predigious leak should be arreste |

We have too many navy vards that
represent nothing in particular but poli-
tigs. Among these is the Kiitery Point
establishment, known officially a< the
Partsmouth station. Tong ago, in the

8 of wooden shipz, Fortsmouth was
;mdtﬂ It had the best woedworkers
in the country and turne:| out the very
finest products. In this age of iron
naxt door to worthless. Certaunly it s
emtravagautly expensive. There are
no irén works within easy reach, and
if gkilled mechanics and artisans are
néeded thev must be imported for the
oceasion. Moreover, the channels and
approaches are narrow, cursed by ap-
paling currents, while the space for
anichorage is limited fn area and almost
dgstitute of “holding ground.” Three
warships have been assigned to Ports-
mouth for repairs and overhauling after
their long voyage. Let us hope they
may enter and depart in safety and that
the workmen and material assembled for
thaom may not cost too mich
“Much to the same effect, | based
en different grounds, may be said of
Charléston, Pensacola, New Orleans and
San Francisco. Pensacola now has an
abundance of water, whicll caunot be
said of the other navy vards mentioned,
but, Pensacola is singularly open to bom-
bardment by an eémemy, as indeed is
Portsmouth. The truth is that we have
&t present only four naval establish-
meats which can be safely relied upon

it is

in case of stress and where the Govern- |

ment ¢an profitably increase its expen-
ditures for maintenance and improve-
mept—Boston, New York, Hampton
Roads, and Bremerton, in the State of
Washington. Our warships are rapidly
ipareasing in size, and the difficulty of

keeping pace with that increase grows |

more formidable and niore costly in
réspect of such ports as Charleston,
New Orleans and San Francisco. We can
well afford to multiply our equipment
of docks and shopsin the one case, and
notwithstanding the outlay that has
been made in the othiers we ghall be wise
to abandon them to the uses of the light
draught cruisers, torpedn hoats, &«,, if
we do not relinquisk thein altogether,
The great waste of energy and money
on land, to which attenzion has already
heen called; the subordination of mili-
tary to civilian and merely political
considerations, and the general confu-
sion and futility that have so long pre-
vailed in our ravy yards, may now be
régarded as in a fair way of abolition.
Concurrently with the scheme of re-
organization which has been set on toot
by the Roosevelt commission, the Sec-
retary of the Navy has ordained a con-
solidation of the machinery within the
vards, and by placing the new arrange-
ment under the authority of line officers
Has paved the way finally for a termi-
nation of the confliet, the friction and
thewastefulness that have hitherto pre-
vgiled. All we need now is an extension
of the spirit of this reform to the wholo
structure of the navy, a subjection of
2)l {te functions to military supervision
and authority, and a definite relegation
+ of the landsmen to their proper place
in the gystem.

The Refuge at Polut Judith.

_The disastér to the Republic suggests
the desirability of an extension of the
rafuge station at Point Judith, Iu this
particular instance the etation was of
no special service. Inotherand always
potsible events it might be of immeasur-
able value. Had the immediate land-
ing of the passengers of the Republic
and the Florida been a necessity arising

out of the disabled condition of both lously recorded in print. Alas! poor

wesbols, a situation easily conceivable,
the harbor of Newport might have been
the alternative of beaching the

indollars. It isaquestion of lives rather
than of property.

The New Bullding Code.

It is understood that the draft code
prepared by the Building Code Revision
Commisgion will be reported to the
Board of Aldermen early next month.
No part of the draft has been made
known officially, beyond certain pro-
visions relating to the height of build-
(ings, These were submitted to a pub-
lic hearing last November and proved
to be of a drastic nature. Among them
|was a requirement thut all mercantile
'buildings and factories hereafter erected
shall be of fireproof construction if
exceeding five stories in height. It
was opposed on the ground that most
of the business of this town is housed
(in slow burning as opposad to fireproof
buildings, and that to reduce the height
allowed in semi-fireproof business con-
gtructions from seven stories to five

cale trade and manufacturing to the

competitive New Jersey railway cent res |

across the Hudson.

The commission declines to say what
‘action it has taken on the provisions
jdiscussed at the hearing. However,
there is reason to believe that these are
to be retained and that in addition the
draft code will restrict semi-fireproof
apartmgnt houses to five stories. The
prnw‘mﬁmm of lieight for apartment
houses of this sort as fixed by the tene-
ment house act is six stories, There is

doubt whether the Board of Aldnrma-n'

‘has authority to prohibit a form of con-
gtruction allowed under the tenement
house act, which is a State law; but
apart from the litigation which such a
prohibition would involve the proposal to
abolish the six story semi-fireproof apart-
(ment building is vicious,
| The distinetive feature of apartment
| houses is that they furnish elevator ser-
|vice. They are of two kinds—the semi-
! fireproof house, invariably of six sto-
ries, and the fireproof house, usually of
(twelve stories. The former is the only
jdwelling of moderate rent now being
congtructed that provides elevator
service. Houses of this type are pro-
jected in The Bronx to rent at $7 a room
& month. The average rent of fireproof
apartments is $12 to $15.

The fire Yprotection and sanitary
standards of the six story semi-fireproof
apartment building, whereof the con-
| struction is regulated by the tenement
| house act, are of an exceptionally high
order. To abolish this type of building
{ would put an end to the production of
imoderate priced apartments and leave
;the “walkup” flat as the exclusive mid-

dle class many family dwelling--a dwell-
ing which is held responsible by physi-
cians for a large part of the growing
mortality from cardiac diseases.

Footlights for Soclety,

Indubitably we are as a nation fond
lof the footlights. This does not imply
{that we are devoted alone to the theatre:
it means that in Augusta as well as in

New York, in Chicago, likewise in Bos-  hundreds of millions has been shovelled |

j ton, the tendency to dramatize our daily

attitudes and gestures, to get into the

central refulgence of the limelight, is
tan unmistakable symptom. Publicity
'is the limelight. Your name in a news-
| paper is publicity, Time was when to

be mentioned, whether as a hero or a
i murderer, a performing artist or an em-

bezzler, was suflicient to such exalted
leouls. But the trump of fame has

learned to sound other if more mediocre
{music. The scale may be minor, vet
| it is nona the less construed in the mode
{major. After the White House the play-

house; after the playhouse the hotel,

Society has set its atfirming seal upon
| the now almost universal custom of
| relating for a curious world the menus
and “those present” at any one of our
| fashionable hostelries the morning after
|in the columna of the daily newspaper.
:It began—not to go back too many
| years—in London. Its function then
| was to enurierate the names of guests at
i court receptions, balls and routs. Then
| we improved on the practice. Persons
jof importance were mentioned as hav-
|ing been witnesses of such and such a

play. And now if a tableful at a well
Ilmown restaurant eats quail with the
| accompanying bottle the fact is sedu-
| Hamlet. He objected to the booming
| of cannon at the King's wassail. What

jon the Wist could be easily imitated
lon the East Side. So dramatic have
become the habits of our well to do
folks when eating, drinking at eventide
that nothing is lacking to complete the
illusion but a set of footlights around
'mch seated group. When, for instanoce,
[the hotel bandmaster waves his wand
let the foot as well as the border lights
be turned up at each table. All hotels
would at once follow suit. Also would
the ladies, conscious of their more the-
atrical pose, of the inevitable optique
| du thédtre “make up” accordingly. The
lmultu could not fail to be fascinating.
| Think of such practices when transposed
(to the Past Side; of the delightful
'reunions at Gieeghan Hall or at the
Panhandlers Union. Think of the in-
creased social responsibilities, with the
consequent added dignity and beauty of
social life if every Jack and every Jill
(gaw in resounding type the day after

| that he and ghe had swallowed two stews ‘

siuch forces? What chanece would in-
‘h'idi()wi socialism have against such
gnobbish odds? By all means, if we wish

| to play fair in the great good game. let | of Ventnor City, N. J., erected jetties on |

|us hear of society's doings from Hester

|street as well as from the Avenue. Per-
{haps the lion and the 1:mb--not to in-

[clude the green peas-may meet over  Dartsof the beach already occupied. 1t is | week. £
the mahogany some day and without difficult to get something for nothing, even | morial season. A number of little shows | interests favorably and equitably, with- | NEw VORK, January 26.

the persuasive words of Brer Fox, the
| eternal socialist.

A Giance Down Along the Lineé of
the Barge Canal.

[ The feport of the State Superintendent

fol Public Works shows two things of

VATEL would never

the petrifaction of spelling under recent
publishers, from about 1850," cries
circular No. 22, the yoice being pre-
sumably that of the indefatigable J. B.
MATTHEWS., Any settled and standard
forms of spelling are “petrified.” Throw
these down and set up some fresher and
half baked models.

Now the old fashions are good enough
for us, but the matter doesn't amount
“Ob-
{serv,” and indeed it cannot but be
“notist,” the “neat and succinot appear-
ance of the simplified forms of the
words in ed as reduced to simple d, with
the reduction in many cases of the
doubled consonant preceding”:

" Nabd, ribd, sobd, bagd, sneezd, whizd, napt,
ript, sopt, backy, creast, strest, elubd, dogd, kild,
mand, grievd, esteemd, clipt, doft, kist, ment,
brieft, exprest.”

These “bd's” and “gd's” are particu-
larly engaging. They make English
look like something between Arabic
and early Carvegiese. If publishers
were not so petrified, books, and espe-
cially story and poetry books, could be
made to blossom like the rose. But
how can a reform be brought about by
faint hearted reformers? “The board
has not undertaken to decide” whether
“dweld,” “speld,” “spild,” “spoild,” or
“dwelt,” “spelt,” “spilt” and so forth “is
to be preferred.” Both forms are “cor-
rect.” This, however, is not “positiv®
‘enough. And let us have uniformity.
{ Thus: “It is a favorit practis of a vin-
dictiv executiv to delv by means of
| detectivs into the brest of his dasht

(foes—may they be burnd and hangd |

[until they are ded!" Consistency is
somewhat of a jewel even in simpli-
fication; and if the old spelling is cracked
or mad, substitutes that appear ought
to be rational throughout,

| of rowdy patrons of their lines.

| The enterprising and scientific citizens
'the ocean front to induce the waves to

| make more land for them. This the sea
| did, but it took revenge by cutting away

| from the sea.

Never does knowledge of the presence |

lof leprosy in a resident of the North At-
‘lantio coast States®ecome public without
direoting attention to the senseless, panio
IE

The owners of the elevated and subway | able note, The painter is still 'fllthful‘
wontld drive a large part of our whole- *”"d later copious draughts of beer. | railroads should engage the Hon. Roagn |10 his Moret, but Moret, like Katwyk,
! What settlement worker could fight | A. PRYoR as ohief of police for the control | should be banished from art for a cen-

ear brad by this disease among the non- ‘ i boar rade bers
I medical and the health authorities. At |stor like many of the waterworks school, | lutions by S SRS S

of course new work~is that of s dozen
or 8o Paul Cornoyers at the Powell Gal-
lery, Bixth avenue betweem Fifty-fifth
and Fifty-sixth streets. This artist is
quietly purbuing his own way, not bother-
ing with either academic or revolutionary
movements. He seems to act as if he
had come into the world only to paint
good piotures, and lo! he does paint them;
paints them in a modest manner and gen-
erally with a charming touch. His vision,
always keen, though not always partiou-
larly distinguished, is gaining in finenecss
and precision with each season, and his
brush work, too of ten heavy and unillumi-
native, is becoming lighter, more varied,
and vivid. His palette, too, is richer.
That little canvas “In The Bronx” is much
warmer than some earlier Cornoyers,
and the sun dappled wall of the old farm-
house reveals a mastery of light problems.
A large moonlight scene on Prince Ed-
ward Island, full of dark blues, translu-
cent, not pasty after the jujube manner
of the tonalists, is a very effective treat-
ment of contrasted lamplight and moon-
light. There is quiet nocturnal feeling.
Several of the pictures now at Powell's
have been seen before. The majority
were recently painted.

“Washington Square After Rain® is
very attractive; o is the “Early Morning
on Fifty-ninth Street." This canvas we
desoribed last year. It has been worked
over with excellent results. You see the
Plaza and Netherland hotels. The fa-
miliar vista is transfigured by the play of
light and atmosphere. You ask your-
self—Paris? No, the buildings are too
tall. Is New York then a beautiul city,
despite the old fashioned priggishness
that hates any beauty but that of the
Middle Ages? New Yobk interpreted as
Whistler interpreted certain aspects of
London may furnish for our grandchil-
|dmn rare msthetic pleasure. (But why
the boast?) It is precisely the funotion
of art to extraot blood from turnips.
Again Mr, Cornoyer's “Columbus Circle”
is a discovery. The spot is positively
| ploturesque in & modern fashion. “Madi-
| son Bquare Under Snow " yields an agree- |

[ tury at loast. These obvious “subjects”
are hopelessly banal. Back to Camden,
| N.J.,or to the mysterious regions of amall

form a third feature of importanoce in the
disoussion, the two others being the ad-
justment of individual schedules and the
question of adopting maximum and mini-
mum rates. Should Mr. Taft become ao-
tive in the effort to create a commission

that issue might overshadow the others.
The plan is not new. Two bills propos-
troduced

already been introduced in the House
during the present session. The La Fol-
lette bill, introduced on March 20, 1908,
called for a commission of nine members
appointed by the President and confirmed
by the Senate. It provided for an elab-

was Edgar Allan Poe born? I had always
supposed in Boston until [ read an artiels
in the February number of the Cosma,
politan Magazine by Elizabeth Ellicotr, Pos,
sald to be a member of the poet's fani-,
She says:

A house in Norfolk, Va., Is shown as his birry.
place. Bostonians have sssured me with vty
emphasis that he was born 1a the Hub, but g 5
matier of fact Maryland, not Massachuseis -
Virglols, justly clalms the weird pinger of the
nlght as her own. To Balmoreé belongs thy
right 10 call bim son.

Then she sayhthat Poe was born January
19, 1809, in the city of Baltimore, at No, 9
Front street, a theatrical boarding hoyss
kept by a Mrs. Beard, the remodelled siryc.
ture of which bullding is still standing,
Bhe continues:

Priefly summarized, the proofs of Poe's Paly.
more birth are as follows: The evidence of rela.
Hves; the fact that he was In Balumore when 1wy

s.nold. when Boston was & week's coach fourpey
(atant; the testimony of Mrs. Beard: his own
statements In meamoranda prepared for Griswold
snd verbally given to other wilnesses: the ¥y
cyclopedia Bﬁunknh.«mbo-e'- “Dictionary
o¥ Authors,” and all glish blographers and
hool records: the better Informed American
zinnphers: the Baltimore Sun notice of hiy
sath, and the traditional record of his biry
kept In the ttmllll'. In Poe's family the

Tont st house, Baltimore, has pointed
out as his birthplace from generation (o genery .

orate and perhaps impossible system of |sien

selection and service, and proposed a com-
pensation of $10,000 a year. The bill-was
referred to the Finance Committee of the
Benate and has not yet emerged from the
capacious es controlled by that
body. Mr. La Follette may possibly se-
oure a committes report on his bill, but it
is & safe guess that the report would be
unfavorable,

On January 7, 1008, Mr. Beveridge pre-
sented his plan (Senate Dbill 3163). On
February 5 he addressed the Senate in
support of his bill. Perhaps the most
important part of his speech was a series
of resolutions passed by various trade
associations throughout the country in-
dicating the widespread support of the
plan. In the order of their importance,
the leader on this list was the National
Association of Manufacturers, with a
membership of three thousand firms.
This association advocated “the immedi-
ate oreation of a non-partisan permanent

tariff commission for the following pur- | pe

poses and ends, through CGongressional
action:

“First, the intelligent, thorough and
unprejudiced study of facts.

“Secondly, the development and en-

soap factories, unwholesome exhalations
and hideous noises which lie adjacent!
|to and impinge upon that carnivalesque
| spot Long Island City. !
| 'The Comoyer exhibition only lasts this

| are dotted over the territory ranging from |
Twenty-eighth to Fortieth street. Henry |
Plympton Spaulding has thirty water
colors at Klackner's, 7 West Twenty- |
cighth street. They are clover, not par- |
ticularly brilliant, withal honest in execu-

tioh. Mr.Spaulding at least is not a trick-

largement of our foreign trade.
“Thirdly, the accomplishment of this

on maximum and minimum schedules.
“Fourthly, the adjustment of the tariff

1t is welcome in this most imme- Schedules so that they shall affect all by being tageed with labels

out excessive or needless protection to
any.*

In the collection there were resolutions
by associations representing various in-
dustries—live gtock, meat packing, car-
riage building, hardware, milling, piano
making, boots and shoee—as well as reso-

| considerable public interest; that is, of | present Philadelphia has a case and the He respects his medium. He sees, if not | of commerce. The interest indicated by

[is being shovelled into the insatiable
diteh.

The first thing is that however fast
the people's dollars .are disappearing,
the actual physical progress on the
barge canal is so slow that the comple-
tion of the work anywhere near the con-
tract time is exceedingly unlikely. The
process of shovelling in the money prom-
ises to go on indefinitely. In compari-
son the probable date of the completion
of the Panama Canal, whether high level
or sea level, is an event of to-morrow,
and the advent of the Greek kalends
seems like an affair of day after to-
morrow,

The second fact of general concern
disclosed by Mr. STEVENS is that while
the date of the probable completion of
the work is receding into the dim vistas
of a problematical future, the statis-
tics of the present canal svstem of the
State are showing a remarkable decrease
of traffic. Last vear the loss of business
was actually three hundred thousand
tons, That is to say, the canal traffic
—whether from the malign influence of
boatmen's unions, as Mr. STEVENS sur-
| mises, or for some other reason which
| Mr. STEVENS'S philosophy has not vet
| grasped —has begun to melt away at the
| rate of 10 per cent. or more a vear.
|  How much traffic will be left for the
i barge canal when the last dollar of the

lin and the ditch is open for business?

| Superintendent STEVENS thinks the
| barge canal law ought to be amended.
&So do we. It ought to be amended out
:of existence before many more mill-
|ions have been wasted,

| That is the only sort of amendment
{tolerable to common sense and com-
| mon honesty,

The 8. 8§, B.
There are times when even the best of
| us must be sorry that the Hon. ANDREW
| CARNEGIE isn't either poorer or lessof a

| friend of bumanity. Hereis the twenty- |

| sec nd circular of the Simplified Spelling
1Bmu'd. Twenty-two circulars already
{and thousands more to come, and all
| to show that Mr. CARNEGIE'S individ-

ualistio or eccentric ways of spelling
| are not mere accidents of cacography
but that men almost as great if not
better have been no better spellers
than Skibo's bonny Thane. This latest
apology for his spelling drags SasueL
ADAMS, “the great Puritan statesman,®
into the limbo of cacographers., He
wrote “armd,” “burnd,” “heald” and
eoon. Whatof it? Is itfor hisspelling
that SAM ADAMS is famous? Are the
schoolmasters to follow his example?
If the world has improved, spelling im-
| proved with it. It is no kindly act to
| lay bare the nakedness of Mr. ADAMS'S or

ship. | would the Prince of Denmark not say GEORGE WASHINGTON'S or any other

Newport is fifteen miles up Narragan-|if on venturing back to the glimpses earlier worthy's spelling. They spelled
#4tt Bay, and the Point Judith harbor | of our electric lamps he should discover } the best they'knnw how.‘ The aiym:)liﬂeu

of refuge is av the entrance to the bay.
Betwéen running up to a wharf behind

the breakwater at the point and follow- | that the Duke of OLIVO and the

fug s harbor channel through fifteen

! that the custom was still more honored
|in the breach than in the observance;
glori-

,ous procession of sturdy democrats

mfles of fog up to the Newport landing ' dined or supped to the sounds of drums

the advantage is certainly on the gide
of the former
That immediate neighborhood is one

nf the worst places on our coast, and the
highway running through it and the be the social unit in New York city. |
route running past it are the scenes of | Our hotels have press agents.

en enormous traffic, both freight and
passenger. The great ocean

ghips  prehensive walls

Iand trumpets, and that this sweet con-
cert of food and melody was made the
subject of tall headlines.

The hotel and not the home seems (o

You may
| check the baby's dolls within their com-
More, you may order

lspell the worst they know how, thereby
| hoping, as becomes grateful men, to
equal the performances of their benefi-
cent patron..

JOHN MILTON was a perverse speller,
‘ We are not called upon to follow him in
| his freaks of cacography any more than
| in his theory and practice of the domestic
| relations. What is th use of piling
up great names or friendly names,
SHAKESPEARE, BEN JONSON, SIDNEY,
|SPENSER, HOWELL, COTGRAVE?
| Admit that there has been an intol-

swing past it, outside of Nantucket, and | elephants or fresh snakes and they will | erable deal of crazy spelling since

the huge Sound steamers and scores of

emaller craft ply its waters daily,
value of the work already done at
Point Judith is shown in the fact that

The | your true Ali Baba's cave.

Your modern hotel is
tepeat the
magic formula, wave a check book, and
it's open sesame all the year round, Die

be forthcoming,

| there was English to spell. In this more
fortunate age, and after at least a few
of us have lived laborious days and
known, if we belong to the lost antique

the father unable to obtain employment,”
|is described, with admirable restraint,
las being

|interest to the taxpayers whose money  family of the victim, “without a home and | novel things around Venice (poor city by |

| the sea, like an old coquette painted to
| death), picturesque bits. His waterscapes | 87¢ss shall have assembled for the pur-

|short time ago a leper was being hunted | coasts, though that “Garden at Rapallo”™ |

like a wild beast in West Virginia, and | is well worth while.
|the unhappy condition of a discharged has a delicate charm, and “The Figh | inaugurating such a campaign, and the

| United States soldier suffering from the | Wharf® and "Harbor of Gloucester” are
disease recently called forth much com- | capital.

'ment. A proper institution for the treat-
| ment of the aMicted and popular educa-
tion as to the real nature of leprosy are
sadly needed wherever the malady is
uncommon.

It is a great pity that the alleged “de-
struction” of the Spring Hill College near
Mobile has gone abroad through the in-
strumentality of the newspapers. This
institution is one of the most venerable
and useful of the educational establish-
| ments in the country, and as a matter of

fact the fire was of emall extent and did

|at all. Spring Hill is a Catholic College.
It has contributed vastly to the learning
and the morality of the age. 1t has not
[ been “destroyed.” It was not even seri-
i ously erippled.

Admiral Roprey D. Evans, assuming
that Russia will not endure her humilia-
|tiuu Ly dJapan, predicts another and a
| greater war. “There will be a fight worth
seeing," he says. He hopesthat his choice

will win, but firmly declines to reveal it,
‘ As an officer no longer on the active list
| Admiral EvaNs is not retiring.

i The reelection of the Hon. Isaac
STEPHENSON, renominated for Senator
lin Congress from Wisconsin by popdlar
| primaries, is vainly opposed by certain
I‘Immtim and reactionaries. They assert
| that he epent between $100,000 und $250,000
in getting the people to vote for him,
It was common report that Uncle Isaac
was a liberal spender and that the heart
of the people had to be cheered by a liberal
'hand. But these stories, even if true,
| should be dismissed as calumnies invented
| and uttered by the enemies of, “popular”
| primaries and direct nominajions. No
| corruption is possible und the new
system; or if it is possible and actual,
consider how much easier it is for the
buyer than the old system. Let this at
least be said in favor of the new way: It
is convenient for the statesman with the
price

Making a Hero.

To THE EDITOR OF THER SUN-Sir It was
{nevitable that the public should select one man
among the many who did their duty In the ram.
ming of the Republic by the Florida for particu-
lar praise and commendation, but why Blans?

Bions was the one man on the ship who was
constantly In communication with her ofMeers
and with the shore stationsand the rescuing ships;
his wind and body were occupled constantly
with vital work: be had no dreary, weary, terror
Inspiring hours of idleness, no time to listen to
gloomy prognostications or dismal recitals of
past disasters. True, he went bungry, grew cold,
cramped, tired, but he was not unique In this,
He had beavy responsibllity. but so did captains,
mates, petty ofMcers, deckbands, engineers and
all the others,

Does he deserve laudation such as he received
In the House of Represcatatives, above, say, the
stewards and stewardesses who, standing at their
stations In the [nky dark corridors, directed the
passengers o safety, not knowing at what mo-
ment the shipmight sink? Or above the men and
women passengers who, cold and bewiidered,
restralued for hours their natural fears, aug-
mented by their ignorance of the perils that sur-
rounded them?

1 would not deprive any man of his just meas-
ure of reward, but the excellent Binns seems to
me to bé not the most deserving of the ahips’
companies that acted so worthily in the |atest
tragedy of the high seas, B. R L

HomorEN, January 26

Mr. Bok's Despalr.
From the Ladies’ IHome Journal,
Inquirer—To the of my knowledge there
is no exercise that would benefit a condition of
bow legs In a girl of seven teen,

Discharging Cargo.
The whale groaned.
“It's perfectly awful.” he oried. “That fellow s
tapping out O Q D signals”
Herewith he decided to eject Jonah, N

l

“The Back Lagoon® |

\

The miniature painters are come to
town. It is their tenth annual exhi-
bition and they are at Knoedler's, in the
rear gallery, downstairs, They make & |
brave showing of how (o execute fres-|
oces within the compass of a few inches
of ivory. Ruskin would tear out his
hair if he could return from Walhalla |
and drop into Knoedler's. (The Fuchs
portraits are upstairs, too.)
of course some exquisite work well with- ‘
in the limitations imposed by the art.
Many familiar names are in the catalogue. |

|
[The portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Richard |

{ 2 3 .1 3 - |
| not Ily interrupt th | Aldrich by Lucia Fairchild Fuller were |
[ D06 BINED v . 0NN 04 .”“m’seeu at the last Academy, which seems |

wons ago. We liked Percy MacKaye's
head by Carlola Saint Gaudens and--but |
summer is coming on apace, and minia- |
ture painting is trying to the eyes. Let
us hasten to Bonaventure's, thence to
Macbeth's.

At the former gallery, 5 East Thirty-
fifth street, there are paintings by Edward
Lind Morse which betray his German
training, also his predilection for muddy
coloring. He has talent, nevertheless,
bus he needs muslt go into the sunshine
and escape the Teutonic cellar school, |
William Fuller Curtis is of a decorative |
bent. That “Spinster” of his with its early '
Florentine and modern poster mixture is |
eye captivating. Sheistheideal old maid.
His peacocks, turkey gobblers and fish
are highly ornamental. His black and
whites are not noteworthy,

At Macbeth's Henry W. Ranger shows
fifteen pictures of the accustomed Ranger |
sort. They are pleasing to the eye of a
certain publicand display manual dexter-
ity. *Sunrise at Noank" contains hintas of
Turner's handling of watery perspectives
and hotsunlight; that is, Turner overtaken
by Gedney Bunce. Mr, Ranger is an artist
of serious aims and a favorite with those
who revel in the “tonal.”

The Berlin Photographic Company
announces that it has reproductions
in black and white and brown of the
German pictures at the Metropolitan
Museum; not all of them, but the best.
We can recommend these reproduoctions
as being far more satisfactory than the
originals—with a few exceptions, Lenbach,

Menzel, &c.~for the ugly color surfaces
are not present in the prints, while all the
vigor of line and cumposition is present,
At the National Arts Club, East Nineteenth
street, there will be held beginning
February 3 an international exhibition of
picterial photography, upon a scale that
will warm the cockles of the hearts of
the camera heroes. Julius Oehme hap-
pily calls certain paintings at his galler-
ies (northwest corner Fifth avenue and
Thirty-second street) “friends for life.”
These particular friends are Diaz, Dau-
bigny, Corot, Harpignies, Dupré, Lher-
mitte, Dieterle, Cazin, Henner, Ziem,
Troyon, Rousseau, Thaulow, Boudin,
Rico, Mauve, Jongkind and the younger
Dutchmen. These examples need no
special recommendation from experts.
They are first class. Mr. Oehme has for
those who like a pretty or brilliant can-
vas a picture by Dagnan Bouveret, a
painter who might have become a master
instead of the “best seller® which he is
nowadays.

The Swimming Apples.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SuN-—-9ir: Do the peo-
pie of the United States realire that the populs.
than that
How we apples swim. JUwron
New Yonx, January 25

these communications points to the proba-
bility of an active campaign when Con-

“in a sorry plight." Only a | are moredeeply felt than hisdryland and | POs® of discussing the tariff. It is pro-

posed that a convention be held about the
middle of next month for the purposs of

approval of Mr. Taft, as recently made
public, is regarded as the one thing need-
ful to give life and energy to the move-
ment.

That our way of making tariffe is ut-
terly unscientific must be admitted, as
must the fact that the resulis of our work
are wofdlly destitute of that fair and just
proportion which should be the chief
characteristic of so important a matter.
The present need of revision is due to the

detrimental to the economioc interests of
the country. When Germany some years
ago undertook the work of revising its
tariff a commission of thirty members
was appointed and several years devoted
to careful study and classification and

justment. From the American point of
view such a system seems overelaborate
and even cumbersome, but there may well
be a distinct advantage for us in a modi-
fication of it>

It now seems probable that a vigorous
effort will be made to create a body whoee
business it shall be to furnish Congress
with facts and figures more reliable than
those obtainable by the means now em-
ployed. SCIENTIFIC REVISION.

WASHINGTON, January 28.

\ A Friend of the Seuth,

To TaE Ep1TOR OF THE SUN—8ir: When
the bullet of the assassin lpid Abraham
Lincoln low the South lost a true friend,
one who united a kindly nature with a
judiclal miond, one who had the patience of
a far seeing man,

After him came many Republican Presi-
dents, but never one who will stand con-
spicuous as being a self-contained friend
of the South. There were those who had
Lincoln's kindlineas, those who had his
force, those who had his judicial frame of
mind, but never one with his large patience
and his gift for seeing into the future.

Is it too much to say that when William
Howard Taft steps into the Presidency the
South will have a friend who {s a great
Judge, a great seer, a great statesman, and
& most human and lovable man withal?

CHARLES BATTELL M1S,

LEONIA, N. J., January 28,

The Sllver Dollar That Washington Threw.

To THE EDITOR OF THX SUN—Sir; Mr, A, W.
Brown asks In to-day's SUN whether Washington
threw the siiver dollar across the Potomac or
Delaware. You reply: “The river was the Poto-
mac, at some spot not expressly designated, It
is one of the storles of the Washington myth
which rests’ upon the gulleless work of Parson
Weems."

For once THE SUN Is in error.  The story Is not
mythical. Washiugton did throw a sliver dollar
across & river, a wide river, the E
not the Potomac. 1baveéséen the very place, also
thenfver. The place Is near the steamboat whart
at Fredericksburg. The river is there a third of
a mile wide. AW,

CUMBERLAND, Md., January 20

A Custom of the Sea.

To TR EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: Why did
that brave man Captain Sealby of the Republic
consider it necessary to risk Lis Iife by remalning
on board his sinking ship after everybody eige
was safely off and his presence thers could not aid
In keeping her afioat? Was not his lfe worw
more than deference to antique sustom?

BROOKLYN, January 28, Oscan H. Lean,

N The Repubdlie.
It s stirring to read
Of the strong and the brave,
Of the captaln who stayed
Tl she sunk 'nenh the wave

1t is splendid to bear
Of the discipilned crew,
Each one calm at his post,
Every man tried and true

It Is thrilling to read

High our hearts beat with pride
For the resculiig host

Steaming quick to her ald
rmmP-lhmn.

And this s the truth
That is borne ia o8 we:
don't Sad any bogs

the srough. of the see.

I have acoess to nelther Allibons nor th
amu?:f bul I%uo consulted Ap 1.,
ton’ 0 ia of Am pé’,,-
the New International 4
the biographical notice . Stedman’s
“American Anthology.” All of t say
{1 Rech Tatenly tn ariics
contury oid Hoston
being an_ announcement
t f time that Nrs. B
or perhaps it was Miss 1d, would re.
appear at such and such & date, at sichand
such a theatre, after ‘An absence of some
S e Sbth s I ither Balti.
oan no au oither
more or Norfolk u}oo'l:gmhplm.
Nomtw YAKIMA, \‘m Januasry 22.

can Biogra
oyclopmdia an.

TAG DAY.

A Charitable Man Who Protests Agalnst It,

To 1me Epiror or THE SuNn—Sir: From
Tne Bun I learn that the Mayor has auther.
ized a “tag day " for the relief of the [talian
sufferers. I trust that you will print the
protest of at least one reader who objects
to thie sysiem of gathering money by
rsons whose collections cannot be prop-
lorlr tuduo:. l’:y methods t.h::r develop

1either in the giver gor the as
:.pluru of chnril‘v. nng which if ur:la:l?:tl
as intendad will be little mora than & holdup
scheme made possible In the name of pity
o el l¥ing ProRerly commiderey
inspired by u’)'mp.t’iy and carrisd forward
|l.hmu(h responsible channels. The writer

has contributed to the Itallans, as he did

Iby reciprocal trade agroements, based [to the San Franciscans, the Chinees, anr,

| many others in like necessities, and desire )
!m continus to do so, after due re for
without having to be annoyed in his business
| or by gurgling

females, good looking or othe "
Saxrrr.

l
! Notes From Abroad.

The carrying trade of the Philippines tn 1sm
fiscal year represented the entrance of 1,083 and
the clearance of 1,010 steam and sailling vessels,
Cargoes Imported in British bottoms reached »
value of $18.252007. Cargoes Involced st §5-
423,408 arrived in ships fiying the Spanish flag,
while Gierman ships brought (o a value of $3.796 -
631. American ships brought in but 2 per cent,
of the total import values, says the Manlla Times,
OFf the cargoes brought In Brisish ships oaly
per cent. of the value was for British goods

In the 1208 fiscal year export and Import trade
of the Phillppines the United States stood firey
with a total value of S15411.798, or 24 per cent ,
followed by Great Brit 2 with $148805%, or
23 per cent.

Ia the ecight years 1900008 Philipvine pur-
chases of American boots and shoes rose from
$8,010 'm value to $338,620, out 0 £ a tota] of 19,306
and $451.42°. Boot and shoe lmports from !
other countrfes decreased. ;

Dutles paid on Manila imports of oplum for.
tunstely decreased from §394,351 In 1908 to SM.8!
in 1908,

Fifty -six thousand Chiness are resident (0 the
Phllippines (about 22000 ia Man(a). The ast
gAin io ive years has been 8,504,

Peanuts form ome of the largess crops over &
'Ilnl part of the northern provinces of China,
| and enter rather heavily into both the Chlna coast

There is fact of inaqualities the effectef which is | and foreign trade. They go chiefly to Russian

Pacific ports, Slam, Japan, aad Great Britay
Of tbhe peanut ofl the United States buys $500000
worth a year. (Deldy Consguiar and Trade Re.
poris.)

Turkish cigaretts manufacturers want K-«
tucky to grow Turkish tobaeco, imports of which
have grown from $25000 to $4.000,000 (n on'y
twelve years,

Buenos Ayres received a steamship tomnage
of 551,001 in August and September, 1908, of which
not a single ton was American.

Brtiish foreign trade for the ten months saded
Ootober, 1008, covered Imports, $2,507,651,358 &
decrease from 1007 of $225.118,081, and exporty
$1,080,810,416, a decrease of $180458.512, a total
trade decrease of $414,671,348

Quarry Bay, Homgkong. now has the most im.
portant dock in the Far Fast, the largest and mos
aMclently equipped, having a length of 747 fee!

The Tasmanlan Agricultural and Pastoral Ss.
olety held its annual carmival at Launceston;
Tasmania, during October. American agrs
oultural implements and rmmchinery, windmils,
traction engines, &c., were freely shown and well
recelved, says Consul Heory . Baker of Hobart,
Tasmania, who was there,

Japan makes 40000 to BO.OON hicycles yearly
and also Imports 40,000, besldes separate parts
eough to make 50,000. The country now hese
830,000 In use, mostly for business purposes. The
demand for tires Is 200 pairs datlly, twna.thirds of
which are imported.

Turkey wants American collars, shoe polish,
porcelain and glassware, and Spaln wants Amer'«
can steel, bolls, nuts and wire.

Canadlans are accumulating money at & much
faster rate than the banks and business men cen
profitably invess it there. The Otiawa October
bank siatement showed a decrease of $54.000,0M
In home loans in one year and an Increase of
98,000,000 In the loans made abroad, says & con-
sular report.

Liverpool shipping returns for 1807, thoupd
covering the entrance of 3,850 vessels of 8127410
tons, do not list a single American ship, unless
maybe some little odd ooe is included In “other
foreign natlonailties,” four vessels, aggregssiof
6,814 tons.

Theseas yleld Japan a value of $30,000,000 & year
in aquatic animals and marine products, Ten per
oent. (3,000,0000 of the population depend on e
seas for thelr living. Fishery products exporied
amount to about $10,000,000 & year in value.

Eleotrical engineers In India freely state (het
they consider the electrical machinery and alec-
trical sapplies made in the United States to ba
the best in the world.

1a the nine years of American occupation. "%
to 1608, Phllippine imports Inereased from $13 000+
000 to $31,000,000 and exports from §12,000,000t0
$83,000,000, The Import Agures are exchusive of
Government supplles and of raflway material
entered free of duty. Imports from the United
States mcreased $4.000,000 and exporis theret
$7.100.000.

During the last fiscal year over L400 Chnese
entered Canada, paying 8746,000 In poll e

The rallway just compieied betweey Sipgapore
and Penang opens up the rubber and tn pro
ducing areas of the Federated Malay Stat™
“The entine Government has recelved av-
thorisf from the Chamber of Deputies to exper ]
$90,000,000 on armaments for navel [vcrass
Including two battleships, and the purchses o
artillery material and rifles.

India‘'s cotton crop this season is 19 p-r
greater than that of last year.

The Brazillan Chamber sitting in sacret sess™
has passed the bill for the expendirure nf §5°
000,000 on additional armaments

The “Plarie Bspanol.'’

To T EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1 ghiof
the news from Havana in which the Diarto £ spoft
s quoted as declaring that the Americans bie™
up the Mgine you put a heading on the article A
Brutal Cuban Slander,” making it appear a* !f
this came from a Cuban paper.

The Diario E spafiol 1s a Spanish paper published
in Havana by Spanlards and for Spaniards. Ther
are several of these papers in Havana. such as ¢
Diarto de la Marina and La Lucha, which take
every epportunity of insulting not only the ‘\"‘""
fcans but the Cubans. In quoting from any
them you must always take foto A
the source. -

[ request you to publish this explanation 070
valved #s I cannot believe that any "":
Cuban would give publicity to suck a vile, 1o
alapder. 0. A ZaTas,
| New Yous, Jamuary 3 Consul-Gennrah
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